
 

 
 

IDM School Program 2026 
 
Description 
 
The IDM School Program brings together schools from different countries with a common 
language in the weeks leading up to the International Day of Mathematics (IDM) on March 
14, 2026. Teachers and their classes can participate in math activities based on this year's 
IDM theme 

“Mathematics and Hope”. 

As organizers, we will offer a free virtual workshop for teachers and educators in English, 
French, Spanish, and Arabic. In this workshop, we will propose an engaging activity that 
teachers can conduct with their students afterwards. The workshop will include an activity 
guide (PDF), ideas related to the theme, and background information for schools and 
teachers. Teachers are also invited to join a group on a messaging platform (WhatsApp or 
similar) to collaborate, exchange ideas, and share experiences. 
 
 
Overview of the IDM School Program 2026 
 

●​ Schools/teachers apply for the program. After an internal evaluation, the selected 
schools will be informed. We aim for a geographic balance in the participating 
schools (with a maximum of 50 schools per country). 

●​ In December 2025 and January 2026, we will conduct a free online workshop. The 
dates are:  

○​ English workshop: Monday, December 8, 2025, 15:00 UTC 

○​ Spanish workshop: Wednesday, December 10, 2025, 15:00 UTC 

○​ French workshop: Thursday, December 11, 2025, 15:00 UTC. 

○​ Arabic workshop: Monday, January 19, 2026, 9:00 UTC. 
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https://www.idm314.org/#theme


 

●​ The workshops will be conducted by  Dr. Christiane Rousseau (IDM, Univ. Montreal), 
Dr. Daniel Ramos (IMAGINARY), Dr. Amna Mohsin (University of Khartoum, Sudan), 
and Professor Bruny Mabien (Collège Côte-Plage, Haiti). 

●​ All workshops will be recorded and shared on a dedicated website. An Activity Guide 
(PDF) will also be available in each language. 

●​ The chat groups will be created on a messaging platform, and the participants will 
begin direct communication. They can share the results of their process and the 
completed activity in the form of short texts, images, or videos. Schools can also 
create and discuss their own activities related to the IDM theme, or collaborate more 
closely in online meetings with direct student communication.  

●​ A joint celebration of the IDM will be held on March 14, 2026. Teachers will conduct 
the activity with their students on that date, or a close date if more convenient 
(March 14th, 2026, is a Saturday). 

●​ A participation certificate can be issued upon request to teachers who demonstrate, 
through their feedback, that they have successfully conducted activities with their 
students. 

 
 
What will we do at the IDM School Program workshop 2026? 
 
During the virtual introductory workshop, we will propose some classroom activities. The 
main activity is based on the online game The Evolution of Trust, by Nicky Case. This is an 
introduction to Game Theory, and concepts such as (iterated) formal game, strategy, 
collaboration/defection, and the well-known “Prisoner’s dilemma” paradox. This game has 
an optimistic outcome, in the sense that it mathematically analyzes a (simplified) 
competition situation and gives some conditions so that a collaborative strategy can develop 
instead of hostile competition. This fits nicely into the mathematics and hope theme, 
sparking a social discussion beyond what typical mathematics activities usually appeal to. 
 
The activity will be an adaptation of the online game, so the students do not need a 
computer or any electronic device. The teacher will be required to have a computer and a 
projector for the classroom or a similar setup, so the virtual part of the workshop can be 
shared by all the students in the classroom. 
 
We will provide background information to help teachers guide an informed discussion 
successfully. The game is based on the book The Evolution of Cooperation, by Robert 
Axelrod (original English edition: Basic Books, 1984. Several translations available). 
 
In the French workshop, Professor Bruny Mabien will introduce the activity Les arbres de 
l’espoir, an interdisciplinary activity between ecology and mathematics. 
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https://ncase.me/trust/


 

 
Apply for the School Program 
 
Teachers, educators, or directors of all types of schools can apply via the 
 

 Application Form 
 

Deadline: December 7, 2025. 
 

 
 

 
 

Screenshot of the online game “The Evolution of Trust” 
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http://eepurl.com/i3FWkk
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